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Foreword 


Prope responsible for the conduct of services of wor- 
ship have reported a plethora of prayers which many 
modern minds cannot use with intellectual integrity or 
to spiritual advantage. To provide a beginning of 
another sort this collection has been gathered for the 
primary use of liberal young people and adult leaders 
in camps, conferences, schools and churches where a 
modern spirit prevails. These prayers and meditations 
were prepared by ministers and lay leaders experienced 
in the disciplines of public worship. The editor of this 
brief anthology is deeply grateful for the contributions 
made by busy parish ministers, chaplains and other reli- 
gious leaders. Their labor should aid many concerned 
with truth and integrity in public worship. 

—STEPHEN Hote FriTcHMAN 
Bluchill Falls, Maine 
1945 


On the Use of These Prayers 
and Meditations 


Public worship is very commendable if well per- 
formed. Let us choose to commune where there is the 
warmest sense of religion, where devotion exceeds for- 
mality, and practice most corresponds with profession. 


—WILLIAM PENN 


Those of you who employ these prayers and meditations in 


public worship are encouraged to keep the following suggestions 
in mind: 


Familiarize yourself with the prayer in advance. Read it 
over aloud, note the punctuation and follow it for breathing 
pauses. If there are any unfamiliar words, look them up in 
a dictionary. There is no conviction in a sentence you do 
not understand. 

When used in public worship, the prayer should be read 
with clear cnunciation and with special attention given to 
the full pronunciation of consonants. Do not mumble or 
mutter a prayer. Read it loudly enough to be heard by those 
who arc in the rear of the room. A slovenly service of wor- 
ship is an abomination to all who hear it. 

Read slowly, distinctly, and with feeling. If the prayer is 
not an expression of your own feeling and thought, do not 
use it. The use of a prayer or hymn that you do not believe, 
can be as dishonest as the. use of a creed that you reject as 


untrue. 


—S. H. F. 


4 


Contents 


Hop Fast Page 

William Ellery Channing sesseiveenisichsintes stnssca SSS gn oe 
PRAYER FOR OPENING A PUBLIC OR A PRIVATE MEETING 

John Haynes Holmes mmrmeermerre ert... 9 
A PRAYER FOR YOUTH 

Stephen Hole Fritchman a rere iQ) 
A STUDENT’S PRAYER 

Willard L. Sperry see cochiee ne 11 
A PRAYER FOR USE By STUDENTS IN COLLEGE 

Frederick May Eliot ana - Beers. )72 
Tue Fut, MEAsuRE OF MAN 

Nathaniel Lauriat 23 ae 13 
Tue Upwarp REACH 

Jacob Trapp sie me IGS 
GRATEFUL SPIRIT 

Morgan Phelps Noyes seit ceca Ber IS) 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Theodore Parker. . xe 5 16 
A THANKSGIVING FoR FaITH 

Mary Ely Lyman... ssi ES Tt SE x. Wy 
THE ADVENTUROUS SPIRIT 

Berkeley Blake... : is : Were yperen se NC) 
Make Us PIONEERS 

Dilworth Lupton eee # - IQ 
A PRAYER FOR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Elmore McNeil McKee =P ier. eee Saipan 2 O, 
A PRAYER FOR LOYALTY 

Harriet Christie ¥ ae oi notig am ON 
PRAYER FOR A RESOLUTE HEART 

Book of Common Worship ccc : bn 23 
For TOLERANCE 

G. A. Cleveland Shrigley (a ec ieee 


For THE FREEDOM OF MANKIND 
Stephen Vincent Benét 
For THE OppRESSED 
Fred Ingley 
Positive Livinc 
Mildred McAfee Horton 
SpiriITuAL INDEPENDENCE 
Stephen Hole Fritchman 


Tue Disciptine oF Direcrep THOUGHT 


Arthur Graham 
Overcominc LETHARGY 
William B. Rice 
THE BONE AND SINEW OF TRUTH 
John Brogden 
Tue PEopie’s PATH 
William B. Rice 
THE DEATHLESS VISION 
Peter Samsom 
PRAYER FOR PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD 
John Haynes Holmes 
Tue INNER TEMPLE 
Dilworth Lupton 
For NEwnsEss oF LIFE 
Harry Emerson Fosdick 
One Wor~tp aT A TIME 
Harold Scott... 
Tue Dicnity oF THE COMMON MANn 
Arthur Graham 
INTERDEPENDENCE 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher 


AN AMERICAN’S PRAYER 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


PRAYER FOR USE ON NaTIONAL Ho.ipays 


Brooke F. Westcott ... 


39 


40 


PRAYER FOR Our NaTION 


Arthur Graham a ee 41 
A Patriot’s PRAYER 

Jacob Trapp ; : 42 
STANDING BY Our CONVICTIONS 

Jane Saddler ne 43 
CnHrisTMAS PRAYER 

Stephen Hole Fritchman : 44 
MEDITATION 

Jacob Trapp 45 
A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

Willard L. Sperry : 46 
An INvocATION—TO THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL 

John Haynes Holmes : 47 
Tue Cuurcn at WorK 

Stephen Hole Fritchman 48 
A PRAYER FOR WISE COURAGE 

Willard L. Sperry : Beer rs ion Ga) 
STRENGTH FOR THE WoRK UnbONE 

Gregory Vlastos : 50 
BEFORE THE MAGNITUDE OF EVIL 

Rose Terlin : ‘ : ; 51 
Onr Way oF SAyING YES 

Gregory Vlastos ie Bereta! 52 
PILGRIMS OF THE Goop SEARCH 

Harold Scott : eg 3 


Tue Wispom or Jesus (A Responsive Reading) 

Adapted by Laurance R. Plank from the sayings of Jesus 95 
Litany OF THANKSGIVING 

Vivian Pomeroy aes Beene OM 
Tue Great Man (A Responsive Reading) 

Adapted by Laurance R. Plank from Ralph Waldo Emerson 39 
A ComMuNION SERVICE FOR YOUTH 

Robert F. Leavens sv arcuins ccc one mee OL 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS : = ee oer (5 


Hold Fast 


W hatever you may suffer, speak the truth. Be worthy 
of the entire confidence of your associates. Consider 
what is right as what must be done. It is not necessary 
that you should keep your property, or even your life, 
but it is necessary that you should hold fast your 
integrity. 

—WiiuiaAM ELLERY CHANNING 


Prayer for Opening a Public 
or a Private Meeting 


W. thank Thee, O God, for the glad fellowship of 
this hour, when we join our hands and hearts in the 
service of Thy holy will. Open Thou our minds to 
truth, that they may love, that they may be delivered 
of all prejudice and hate against our fellow men. Uplift 
our souls that they may catch the vision of a new and 
better day upon this earth. Make us strong, that we 
may not fail Thee in Thy high purposes but, in devotion 
and utter sacrifice, may follow on wherever Thou dost 
lead. Amen. 
—Joun Haynes Ho_mes 


A Prayer for Youth 


Eternal Spirit of Truth and Strength, we pray this day 
for a clearer understanding of this world in which we 
find ourselves. We would be resourceful in this Thy 
rich and growing universe, making full use of talents 
within us and forces around us waiting for the touch 
of mind and spirit. Employ our youth in the fruitful 
service of this our living generation, of our brothers on 
the several continents and on the islands of the sea. 
Build in us a quiet confidence that a better world awaits 
our skill and dedication. Unite men of every color in a 
firm companionship. Make us, O God, responsive to 
the friendly comradeship of parents and teachers. Sup- 
port our confidence in classmates, friends and neighbors 
who know our limitations and enjoy our new successes 
as their own. 

We are grateful for the heritage of men now gone 
who by their labors left for us the wealth of tools 
and institutions, factories and farms, books, songs and 
dances, ships and planes, the. countless treasures of a 
world well started, waiting now our hands and brains. 
Add, we pray, a new confidence to our hearts, a faith 
in ourselves as men, as friends, as citizens of no mean 
land—members of a commonwealth of nations, united, 
strong and free. Amen. 

—STEPHEN Hoe FrRITCHMAN 
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A Student's Prayer 


As seekers after the truth, we confess the hesitancy 
and inconstancy which hinder us in our search. That 
which we find is often unwelcome and uncomfortable; 
we evade the truth and reassure ourselves by self-decep- 
tion, clinging to old familiar errors or cherishing the 
lie in the soul. The problems of our times are bewilder- 
ing; we take refuge in evasion and indifference. Speak, 
then, O God, to our fugitive souls, to renew both our 
candor and our courage. Amen. 
—WILLARD L. SPERRY 


A Prayer for Use by 
Students in College 


O God, to whom in every age wise men have turned 
in their search for truth, and upon whose faithfulness 
they have not relied in vain, grant that we may find the 
same inspiration in our quest for knowledge and a like 
reinforcement of our daily courage and faith. 

As we seck to master the knowledge gathered by men 
of former times, and as we prepare for the discovery of 
new truth, keep us mindful of the long continuities of 
history and the traditions of scholarly endeavor in which 
the seekers of the light are one fellowship, unbroken by 
barriers of time or place, knowing no distinctions of 
color or nationality, foreshadowing the day when the 
unity of all men everywhere shall be acknowledged and 
maintained. 

Set free our souls from the snare of private ambition. 
Help us to think of ourselves soberly, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy. Spare us the shame of those 
who refuse to make dangerous decisions lest they be 
mistaken, and the degradation of those who use the 
scholar’s need for quict leisure as a way of escape from 
the hazards of an active life. 

Hold constantly before us the vision of men enslaved 
by ignorance, superstition and fear; and renew within 
us, we pray Thee, day by day, the spirit of dedication 
to the long task of establishing the truth which alone 
can make men free. Amen. 

—Freberick May Exior 


The Full Measure of Man 


O thou Eternal Life beneath our separate lives, whose 
urgent spirit makes man a pioncer, help us to grow to 
the full measure of our manhood and womanhood. We 
receive food daily; let us give thanks. We have the rich 
gift of family life; may we be truly grateful. Some of 
us are students, others learn from life at large; let the 
lesson be well learned. In our different ways we bear 
responsibility; let each man consider whether he be 
faithful. We must acknowledge that often we are less 
than our best; may we try again, and harder. For it is 
the glory of man never to stop, but to press on toward 
that frontier which is always ahead. 

May the wisdom and the patience of age here be 
joined with the enthusiasm and strength of youth for 
the fulfillment of our human lives and the accomplish- 
ment of God’s holy will. Amen. 

—NATHANIEL LAURIAT 
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The Upward Reach 


O Life that maketh all things new, 


The blooming earth, the thoughts of men 


The heavens declare Thy glory, but our eyes are too 
earthbound to read their story of infinity and peace. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge, but our ears are filled with the 
clamor of inward strife, and we hearken not nor under- 
stand. 

Only our blindness hides from us the greatness of 
life; only our dullness does not feel the wonder and 
the glory of existence; only our forgetfulness passes by 
unheedful. 

May our eyes be opened and our souls reawakened. 

O Thou who art the upward reach within the soul 
of man—too near to be found, too simple to be con- 
ceived, too good to be believed—show us the folly of 
doubting that which is our own, the very life of our 
life. 

May we give our hcarts to beauty, as the harp gives 
itself to the hand. 

May we open our minds to good influences, as buds 
and flowers are uplifted to the sun. Amen. 

—Jacos TRAPP 


Grateful Spirit 


Most gracious God, who hast made us stewards of 
Thy bounty, and trusted us with the use of Thy gifts, we 
lift our hearts in thanksgiving for the manifold tokens 
of Thy surrounding love. We thank Thee for life, and 
the joy of it; for health and all the powers with which 
Thou hast endowed us; for the wondrous world about 
us; for the world within us, and every gleam of life 
which turns our minds toward Thee; for the love of 
friends and kindred, and their belief in us; for the way 
over which we have come, and all that has been good 
in it; for the way that lies untrodden before us, and 
our chance to make it the way of peace and righteous- 
ness; for Thy companionship all the way, and our 
assurance that Thou wilt help us to guide our steps 
aright. For all that Thou art to us, and all that we may 
be to Thee, we give thanks unto Thee, the Author of 
Goodness, and bless Thy name for Thy mercies which 
endure unto all generations. Amen. 
—Morcan Puerrs Noyes 


Prayer of Thanksgiving 


W. thank Thee for those affections, whereby we love 
those about us, and knit many tender ties which join 
us each to each, and all to one another. We thank Thee 
for the love which joins those that are of the same 
nation or community, for the kindred blood which 
throbs in mutual hearts. We bless Thee for the affection 
which makes the lover and his beloved to rejoice to- 
gether, giving welfare to the bridegroom and the bride, 
to wife and husband. We thank Thee for all the sweet 
felicities which come from the relation of friend to 
friend, and parent to child, for the many joys which 
cluster round our hearts, and shine like morning light 
within the humblest or the proudest home. 

We thank Thee that, in addition to all these things, 
Thou givest us power to know Thee, to trust Thee and 
to love Thee, with a faith that knows no change, save 
from glory to glory, as it brightens into the perfect day 
of piety and its serenest joy. We thank Thee that amidst 
a world of things which are changing, we are sure of 


_ Thine infinite loving-kindness and Thy tender mercy, 


and even in darkness we can trust Thee, knowing Thy 
fatherly and motherly arm is about us, leading us from 
strength to strength, ready to uphold us when we totter 
and to lift us up when we fall down. Amen. 


—THEODORE PARKER 


A Thanksgiving for Faith 


W. bring to Thee our grateful hearts, O God, for 
our great heritage of faith. In sorrow it is our comfort; 
in discouragement it is our hope; by it our joy is deep- 
ened; in fellowship it is the closest bond. May we be 
reverent in our receiving of the gift of faith. May we 
strive constantly to use it in Thy service. Teach us to 
go forward on our way, upheld by our fellowship with 
Thee. Keep us mindful that Thou hast called us to 
share Thy purpose of good will. 

When courage is needed, may we play our part 
bravely. When steadiness is called for, may we stand 
firm and serene. When work needs to be done, may we 
do our share in faithfulness. When any child of Thine 
turns to us in need, may we not lack sympathy and 
understanding which are Thy gifts, nor miss the way 
of true kindness and service which Thou wouldst have 
us take. In all the common duties of life may we con- 
stantly seek Thy guidance and be bound together in 
a sustaining fellowship with all men who would do 
Thy will. May the day soon come when all Thy chil- 
dren shall fashion their lives in a mighty and noble 
brotherhood. 

—Mary Ery Lyman 


The Adventurous Spirit 


Ou: Father, we thank Thee for all the blessings of 
life—for those evident blessings that are apparent even 
to our shortsighted vision—the sure return of the morn- 
ing, the steadfastness of the constellations in their sweep 
through the depths of space, the unvarying sequence 
of the seasons with their planting and their sowing, 
their reaping and their harvesting; and the beauty and 
grandeur that make so glorious this, our earthly home. 

But we would be thankful, too, for those things which 
appear only in retrospect to have been blessings and 
against which we too often are resentful when they 
come — for life’s insecurities and uncertainties that re- 
quire us to grapple with new tasks and new duties 
which we had not foreseen, that take us out of our 
established ways and arouse within us powers of which 
we had not dreamed; that set our minds upon new 
problems and that challenge us to daring solutions. 

Grant, we pray Thee, that spirit within us to meet 
the changing situation of our lives, not with resigna- 
tion, but with curiosity and glad inquisitiveness that 
we may be “like swimmers into cleanness leaping,” like 
those who set their sails toward uncharted seas in the 
spirit of high adventure, like him who gave his dis- 
ciples new commandments and bade them follow him 
even on the pathway of danger and tragedy, that the 
kingdom might be won—the kingdom which is the 
divine heritage of all faithful, courageous souls who 
trust Thee and in that trust dare to press onward 
toward unseen goals. Amen. 

—BERKELBY BLAKE 
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Make Us Pioneers 


ee the pioneers of the world, we thank Thee, O God: 

For the men who blazed the trails of the seven seas, 
for those who discovered new continents; 

For the new breed of men who mount up with wings 
as the eagles, and chart pathways through the clouds; 

For those who have invented new ways for men to 
live together, for the saints and prophets and the gen- 
iuses of education and politics; 

For seers who have plumbed the depths of the human 
mind and spirit, the scientists, philosophers, poets and 
preachers. 

And make us, O God, pioneers as well. We may not 
find new continents and new airlines, but we can find 
new and exciting realms of thought and new ways of 
living more fully—within ourselves, with our fellow 
men, and with Thee. Amen. 

—DiLwortH Lupton 


A Prayer for 
Personal Responsibility 


O God, who hast set the solitary in families, who dost 
join man to man in friendship, and who dost enkindle 
the hearts of nations to draw near to one another, grant 
us Thy gift of understanding. Make us sensitive to all 
troubled, lonely, disappointed persons. Make us sym- 
pathetic with all who are bereaved, frustrated and ill. 
Make us eager to bear the burdens of the unemployed, 
the poor and the homeless, people of all races and 
classes. Teach us to bless those who curse us, to pray for 
those who spitefully use us, and to forgive those who 
speak ill of us, or reject and pass us proudly by. Take 
our spirits to those deep wellsprings of life eternal where 
Jesus met Thee face to face. Leave us ill satisfied till 
Thy love flows through us, and no barrier of our own 
mars the fulfillment of Thine eternal purpose in us. 
Amen. 


—EbLmore McNerit McKEE 
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A Prayer for Loyalty 


O God, whose will it is that we should know the truth, 
guide us, we pray Thee, as we seek in these days to find 
the truth. Free us from self-esteem and from prejudice. 
Make us sincere in our search, honest in our dealings 
with ourselves, and ready to abandon the old that we 
sec to be wrong for the truth that is new. And if in our 
quest we should hear Thee calling us to a way of life 
that involves the surrender of dear ambitions, the facing 
of misunderstanding, and long years of sacrificial service, 
give us, we beseech Thee, strength of will and courage 
of heart to obey Thy voice and to be loyal to it all our 
days, knowing that Thou who hast called us art also 
working in us, and wilt continue with us to the end. 
Amen. 
—HarrieET CurIsTIE 
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Prayer for a Resolute Heart 


O God, speak to our hearts when men faint for fear, 
and the love of man grows cold, and there is distress of 
nations upon earth. Keep us resolute and steadfast in 
the things that cannot be shaken, abounding in hope 
and knowing that our labor is not in vain in Thee. 
Restore our faith in the omnipotence of good; renew 
the love which never faileth; and make us to lift up our 
eyes and behold, beyond the things which are seen and 
temporal, the things which are unseen and eternal. 
Amen. 


—Boox or ComMon WorsHIp 
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For Tolerance 


aiter of all men, free us from every prejudice born of 
hate and fear and kept alive by ignorance and pride. 
Open our hearts and minds to new friendships and new 
contributions of the spirit from men of races and cul- 
tures, religions and classes other than our own. Keep 
us humble to learn from the strange and unfamiliar, 
and never let us take cowardly refuge in half-truths and 
lies. Enrich us by the great thoughts and experiences 
of all peoples and countries. With all Thy children 
on earth make us sharers of Thine abundant life and 
workers together in Thy world of love and peace. Amen. 
—G. A. CLEVELAND SHRIGLEY 
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For the Freedom of Mankind 


The spirit of man has awakened and the soul of man 
has gone forth. Grant us the wisdom and the vision to 
comprehend the greatness of man’s spirit, that suffers 
and endures so hugely for a goal beyond his own brief 
span. Grant us honor for our dead who died in the 
faith, honor for our living who work and strive for the 
faith, redemption and security for all captive lands and 
peoples. Grant us patience with the deluded and pity 
for the betrayed. And grant us the skill and the valor 
that shall cleanse the world of oppression and the old 
base doctrine that the strong must eat the weak because 
they are strong. 

Yet most of all grant us brotherhood, not only for 
this day, but for all our years—a brotherhood not of 
words but of acts and deeds. We are all of us chil- 
dren of earth—grant us that simple knowledge. If our 
brothers are oppressed, then we are oppressed. If they 
hunger, we hunger. If their freedom is taken away, our 
freedom is not secure. Grant us a common faith that 
man shall know bread and peace—that he shall know 
justice and righteousness, freedom and security, equal 
Opportunity and an equal chance to do his best, not 
only in our own lands, but throughout the world. And 
in that faith let us march toward the clean world our 
hands can make. Amen. 


—STEPHEN VINCENT BENET 
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For the Oppressed 


O God, the Creator of men and of nations, we implore 
Thy care and protection in behalf of all Thy children 
everywhere who suffer persecution. In all their trials 
and tribulations be Thou their Refuge and Strength. 
Impart to them Thine own comfort and courage, Turn 
the hearts of the oppressors from evil to good. Stop the 
hands and convert the wills of those who would array 
brother against brother in racial strife. Restore to all 
men everywhere the blessing of religious freedom. Fill 
our hearts and inspire our minds with a desire firmly 
to establish peace and justice, liberty and fraternity 
throughout the world. Amen. 
—Frep INGLEY 
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Positive Living 


O God, we thank Thee for the assurance that this is 
Thy world. We want to live positive lives, working 
toward the fulfillment of the vision of peace which 
great prophets of all ages have seen. Keep us from the 
frustration of limited faith in the ultimate victory of 
love over hate, of peace over war, of right over might. 

Help us to keep ourselves active in the service of our 
highest motives in small demands of our day’s work as 
well as in large ones, and thus help us, we pray, to carry 
our share of responsibility for making this a_ better 
world. Amen. 

—Mivprep McArere Horton 
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Spiritual Independence 


Goa of all loving men, support our prayer for personal 
integrity this day. We ask for an unintimidated con- 
science firm and resolute before the small temptations 
of the office, the classroom and the home. Save us from 
the shirked responsibility, the easy lie, the quick retort. 

We would be honest with ourselves. May faithfulness 
before the bar of our own judgment come before the 
praise of others. Arm us with the power to resist 
entrenched error, vested selfishness and sanctioned 
prejudice. 

Give us, O God, a high regard for our youth, our 
bold self-confidence, our love of high adventure and our 
joy of living. May we be modest as we meet superior 
talent, and be humble in the presence of true greatness. 
Give to us a double portion of the spirit that invests the 
courageous man, the prophet and the strong possessor 
of a mind unbribed. Save us from the fear of non- 
conformity. We would reject the satanic promise of a 
life made easy by the added toil of other men. Make 
us to know and honor the comradely man, who respects 
the reproof of friends and who gives of his time and 
energies without the counting of the cost. Amen. 

—STEPHEN Hove FRITCHMAN 
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The Discipline of 
Directed Thought 


O God, teach us to pray, that in our prayer we may 
gain new belief and the will not to rest in ourselves 
alone, but in Thee. Grant us the meditative spirit, 
the free play of our soul’s desire and the discipline of 
directed thought and receptivity which leads us close 
to Thee. 

In our communion with Thee, grant us that breadth 
of vision which shows us our weakness and our grcat- 
ness. Strengthen Thou our weakness. Make us humble, 
slow to wrath, plentcous in mercy. Increase our strength 
that we may love all men, all righteousness and all 
truth. 

Teach us above all else that faith without works is 
dead; and that, though we suffer long, we shall grow 
to know Thee better. Implant in us Thy spirit that all 
our worship in thought and in deed may be worthy of 
our comradeship with Thee. Ammen. 

—ARTHUR GRAHAM 
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Overcoming Lethargy 


Ou Father, forgive us that it is only the roar of fire 
and the rush of flood, the scream of war and the how! of 


storm that reach our inward ears and wake us from our _ 


selfish lethargy to the self-sacrifice, the heroism, the joy 
in serving others that is the spirit of true brotherhood. 

May that spirit of love which led Jesus down into 
the dangers of Jcrusalem’s streets, up to the jealousy 
and fear of the temple, and on to the ugliness of Calvary 
be in our hearts, to make us a part of the glorious com- 
pany of those who share in the service of Thy love, and 
the teaching of Thy will. Turn us gently to the light 
that we may go onward with the sun in our faces and 
joy in our hearts. Amen. 

—Wi.i1AM B. Rice 
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The Bone and Sinew of Truth 


I na world grown more fluid and malleable, despite its 
confusion and strife, may it be our privilege to be the 
social and spiritual pioneers of a better day. Through 
an enlarged vision of truth may our personal devotion 
become more fruitful. Through a clearer insight as to 
what is just and good may this fruitfulness be more 
widely shared. Through a finer perception of harmony 
may the bone and sinew of truth and goodness be 
clothed with the winsome mantle of beauty. Thus may 
our adventures of youth contribute to pioneering in 
creating and sharing a better life. Amen. 
—Joun Brocven 
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The People’s Path 


F ather of all men and nations, as children in need of 
guidance and counsel, we turn unto Thee. The respon- 
sibilities of building a pure and righteous nation weigh 
upon us, for we are not always equal to the grave choices 
which we as citizens must make. We feel the burden of 
old sins. The specters of old mistakes haunt us; the 
ghosts of good choices we dared not make plague us. 
We sway like rushes in the wind as passion, prejudice, 
selfishness, fear and greed, sweep over us. We too often 
doubt the power of the living conscience and the wisdom 
with which we are endowed, and we avoid speaking 
out clearly and forcefully for the right lest it be the 
wrong. Show us, O God, that we must choose, and that 
the knowledge of what is best is in the people. Show us, 
as was shown the prophets of old, that Thy feet have 
gone the way the people can go, that goodness is in the 
life we might live this day, that mercy might show in 
our works, that sacrifice is a present need and a ready 
salvation. 

Create through us a new sense of holiness which 
touches and transforms the duties of the citizen, that 
we may create in this time and on this earth the build- 
ing stones of a human city—a city of happiness and 
peace which is ever more and more like unto that 
perfect city not made with human hands. Amen. 

—Wi1AM B. Rice 
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The Deathless Vision 


Lee no men and women of sensitive spirit gather to- 
gether, as we do today, without facing with the utmost 
courage the human situation wherein man stands, be- 
wildered, beaten and often broken. To refuse ourselves 
this knowledge is to distort our vision and to render our 
hopes foolish and empty. We would not ask this day to 
be spared any of the anguish of spirit which our fellow 
men the world around are undergoing through no fault 
of theirs. Rather it is our prayer that there be built 
within us ever more durably the deathless vision that 
has inspirited the human heart since man first longed 
to create a world better than any the past had yet 
brought forth. May the vision of the towers of tomorrow 
rising above the wrecks of yesterday be no fool’s para- 
dise of escape, but may it be built upon the firm 
foundations of understanding, an understanding of the 
stupidities, the lusts and follies that have laid low the 
hopes of men. With brave understanding we can give 
structure to our hopes and substance to our visions. 
When we dare to face ourselves as we are, in all our 
pitiable weakness and all our promise, then we stand 
ready to shape the human adventure nearer to our 
heart’s desire. Amen. 
—PETER SAMSOM 
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Prayer for 
Peace and Brotherhood 


O God, who hast made of one blood all nations of 
men, we pray Thee for the end of war and the coming 
of Thy peace. Thou wouldst have us to be one, since we 
are all the children of Thy spirit. One in the beauty of 
this world of night and day, sea and sky; one in the joy 
of this life of love and service, of work and play; one in 
the fellowship of hearts in home and school, in church 
and state; one in that wider fellowship which unites all 
sects, classes, nations and races in one beloved com- 
munion! Speed Thou the day, O God, when hatred will 
be no more, when fear will give place to confidence and 
friendship, when the common service of the common 
need will join all men everywhere in one great company 
of comrades. Then shall Thy will become our own, and 
Thy love our perfect law. And wars and rumors of wars 
shall be no more, and peace at last our goodly heritage. 
Amen. 
—Joun Haynes HoimeEs 
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The Inner Temple 


S ome of us, O God, are content; we find in our hearts 
no anxious striving; our spirits are at peace. But others 
of us are disturbed. We feel out of harmony with our- 
selves and the world; our minds are timid and worried. 

We have looked for avenues of escape, trying first to 
lose ourselves in foolish pleasures. But all we gain is 
disgust. We have tried to live unto ourselves, only to 
achieve loneliness. Our nerves are in tumult, our spirits 
more jaded than before. 

Help us to realize that our souls will be restless until 
they find rest in awareness of Thee. Thy temple is 
within us; Thine altar is in the depths of our hearts. 
There we are able to find quietness and joy and release. 
Amen. 

—Ditwortn Lupton 
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For Newness of Life 


Pagal Spirit, who art the Source of all excellence, 
inspire us today as though the sun of a new spiritual 
springtime had risen upon us. Carry us out of inner 
darkness and gloom into light, out of our deadness of 
heart into life, out of our barrenness into fruitfulness 
and the promise of a good harvest. Thanks be to Thee 
for mothers and fathers, for homes where fidelity and 
good will have made life beautiful, for friends whom we 
have loved and known, and for friends unknown, by 
whose multiplied service and sacrifice across the ages a 
great heritage has come to us. Make us worthy of this 
high company of the world’s servants and saviors. 

We need Thee in our troubles, for they are many. 
We must choose between faith and fear, courage and 
cynicism, strength of character and collapse of life; and 
we would choose the better way. Therefore we seek in 
Thee vision and power and hope. Grant us grace to 
accept and to use them worthily. Open our eyes to see 
opportunity here where we are, to see holy ground here 
where we stand, and to see resources of strength here 
where we struggle. 

Come close to us one by one in sorrow or bereave- 
ment, in strong temptation, in moral defeat, in per- 
plexity; and grant unto us some visitation of the Divine 
that will lift us up, increase our courage, strengthen 
our faith, and bring us to victory. We ask it in the spirit 
of Jesus. Amen. 

—Harry EMERSON Fospick 
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One World at a Time 


Aas, what fools we mortals be! Our hearts cry out for 
more than seems to be. Our spirits weep that we find 
not God. We look, alas, in dusty tomes of dead men’s 
thoughts. 

Behold, a new covenant is given unto us. The sun 
rises in pearl and scarlet glory. Each new day is an 
epistle unto the wise. Each new morning is a gospel 
unto Jew and Gentile, Believer and Skeptic in all the 
world’s great faiths. At night the stars bring their new 
revelation. 

Yet we of little faith seek a puny god like unto our- 
selves. We grope in the twilight of the half-gods of 
other days. What prophets said of old we seek. What 
fools we be! See we not the crowded streets, the open 
sea, men and ships, the farmer trudging his acres, the 
laborer staggering under his load? 

Or is it for heaven we pine? By it our fathers set full 
store. Have we not seen the workman at his rest? Or 
one struck down for honor’s sake? Or mother with babe 
at her breast? Or lovers whispering in the gloaming? 

One world at a time. What ungrateful children we 
are! We are invited into the heart of the universe. All 
for which our fathers longed, all for which we prayed 
is here. Yet in our ugly greed we bargain for a tawdry 
heaven of gold and tinsel, and think to build it, and to 
mount to it, on the lying creeds of blind yesterdays. 
Forgive our treason to the prophets, artists, philosophers 
who gave us goodness, beauty and the quest for truth. 
Amen. 


—Haro.p Scorr 
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The Dignity of the 
Common Man 


© i. Father, most merciful God, Thy ways have been 
known amongst men in all time. Thy spirit has been 
seen in deeds of greatness; the meaning of Thy beloved 
community amongst the least of men. We have learned 
lessons of patience and hope from those enslaved, and 
loyalty and love have come to us from those who knew 
us not. In all these ways Thy mercies have been shown 
unto us. 

Yet we would pray for Thy forgiveness, Our Father, 
for we have refused Thy mercies and failed the great- 
ness of the task before us. We have dwelt apart in ease 
of mind and spirit. Thy truth has lain long before us. 
Our worship has ever been attuned to the commonplace, 
our service to the glory of self. 

Grant us, O God, the true acceptance and use of Thy 
mercies. Give us a willingness to sacrifice in deeds of 
valor. Teach us the patience to labor even in the passion 
of defeat. Bestow upon us the dignity and aspiration of 
the common man. Enlarge our hearts and strengthen 
our vision that our loyalty and love may become a basis 
of brotherhood. Remove from us the decadent spirit, 
the glory of self, aloofness from man; and teach us, O 
God, that we labor in vain save when we work for Thy 
glory. So help us to press forward without turning back 
until the vision of Thy perfect world is reflected in us 


and in all our work. Amen. 
—ARTHUR GRAHAM 
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Interdependence 


A mighty God, Eternal Spirit, we for whom Thou art 
the only hope of life acknowledge our need of Thee 
now. 

By the skill of head and hand, man has shortened the 
distance between the homes of his fellows, till all on our 
globe are now neighbors. 

Help us, O God, Joyful Spirit of Universal Love, to 
make this new closeness a blessing to us all. Help us to 
believe in our heart’s core that none of us can know joy, 
safety, content, if others do not know hope. 

By the skill of head and hand, man has brought forth 
such wealth of material goods as no other generation 
has known. Help us to know that none of us is safe in 
the enjoyment of our man-made wealth if all cannot 
have a share. 

Almighty God, move us to put our whole trust in 
Thee and Thy all-powerful spirit of love. May we draw 
from Thee that faith in the human spirit which alone 
gives meaning to efforts for the common good. Inspire 
us with that universal faith in the might of goodness, 
which means wholeness and life for all human souls. 
Amen. 


—Dorotuy CANFIELD FISHER 
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An American’s Prayer 


O God, our Father, make us worthy of the trust which 
Thou hast placed in us. May we have bravery and 
devotion which befit these times. As a nation may we 
have the warm courage of unity and the clear con- 
sciousness of seeking tried and precious moral values. 
As citizens may we have the clean satisfaction that 
comes from the stern performance of our duty. May 
we have faith in the future of democracy, and may we 
build for a world of lasting brotherhood and peace. 
Amen. 
—FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
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Prayer for Use on 
National Holidays 


Grant, O God, that we may approach every question 
of foreign policy from the point of view of our deepest 
convictions as to what is true and good; 

That we may check in ourselves and in others every 
temper which makes for war, all ungenerous judgments, 
all presumptuous claims, all promptings of self-assertion, 
the growths of ignorance and passion ; 

That we may endeavor to understand the needs, the 
feelings, the endowments, the traditional aspirations of 
other countries; 

That we may do gladly, unweariedly, patiently, what 
lies in us to remove suspicions and misunderstandings ; 

That we may honor all men. Amen. 

—Brooxe F. Westcotr 
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Prayer for Our Nation 


Ou Father, God of all peoples, we pray for our 
nation. We give thanks unto Thee for its beauty of 
field and mountain by which our thoughts are elevated 
and our emotion deepened. We thank Thee for its busy 
cities and quiet towns, the ways of men, where labor 
and love find place. Quicken our love of country in 
us that we may see the greatness of our land both as 
heritage and trust. 

Grant us, O God, a true sense of history by which we 
may feel the spirit of those who labored in the great 
causes of our people. Give us that humility which is the 
basic merit of those who follow and sustain the great; 
and with it grant the restless criticism of those who press 
on to greater heights. In our hands may the victories 
of the past become tools for future successes. May all 
weakness disappear in a sense of purpose. May courage 
arise in us to increase our strength against all obstacles. 
Thus, our Father, may we press on to a new day. 

Dedicate us as a people, O God, to the highest ex- 
pression of righteousness, justice and freedom. Give us 
a sensitivity of spirit that we may see our nation right- 
eous in so far as we are righteous, just in so far as we 
do not covet nor judge falsely, noble in so far as we 
sacrifice, and a leader and center of a new world of 
freedom in so far as we show faith in the greatness and 
dignity of man. Thus may we become true partakers 
of a great tradition and able leaders of a people pro- 
ceeding to a new destiny in a brotherhood of man. 


Amen. 
—ARTHUR GRAHAM 
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A Patriot’s Prayer 


M,y the flame of faith that tempers the bright steel 
of our courage never die, but burn always: so that, 
when our work is done, we may still be like a watch- 
man’s fire at the turn of a lonely road—loved and 
cherished for the gracious glow by all good wayfarers 
who need light in their darkness and warmth for their 
comfort. 

May the spirit of wonder and adventure live on in 
us always, seeking in good faith and high courage the 
green fields beyond the desert, the dawn beyond the 
sea, the stars beyond the dark. 

May we keep our capacity for faith and belief and 
wonder, but may our judgment watch and question 
what we believe. 

May we keep our love of life, our delight in friend- 
ship, our hunger for new knowledge, our hatred of a 
lie, our intolerance for what our hearts tell us is bad. 

Above all, may we keep our wonder at great and 
noble things, like sunlight and thunder, the rain and 
the stars, the wind and the sea, the growth of trees 
and the return of harvests, the greatness of heroes, the 
life of Buddha, and Socrates, and Jesus of Nazareth. 

May we come to learn in our own experience, in the 
ineffable mystery and wonder of our own souls, who 
he was and what he meant, who said, ““The Kingdom 
of God is within you.” 

—Jacos TRAPP 


(Adapted in part from a letter by a 
Yugoslav patriot to his unborn son) 
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Standing by Our Convictions 


Ou Father, help us to act on the bit of truth we know. 
If we say we believe in brotherhood, give us the deter- 
mination to make full and creative life possible for all 
people. If we say we believe in love, give us courage to 
take the risks involved in loving intelligently. If we say 
we believe in prayer, give us the willingness to face 
ourselves fearlessly, to think courageously about the 
problems confronting us, to work for the achievement 
of a radiant life. If we say we believe we have respon- 
sibility to share life, give us a sense of our need to 
reconsecrate ourselves for their sakes. May we fail none 
—not those witnesses who have gone before, nor our- 
selves, nor the youth who follow on. Forgive us our 
failures, send us forth with resoluteness, that the power 
which is as available to us as it was to Jesus, and which 
he used, may be ours. Amen. 
—JANE SADDLER 
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Christmas Prayer 


Exeral Spirit, breathe into the hearts of living men 
the expectation of the Christmas host, the hope of 
comradeship for all earth’s children, the quickened 
impulse for a world at peace. Make our feet messengers 
of succor and relief. Bring to our eager souls all the 
glory born in Bethlehem, the confidence of man in man, 
the love of God cradled in a human heart. Amen. 
—STEPHEN HOLE FrRITCHMAN 
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Meditation 


S pirit of Truth, of Love, of Power, deepen this day 
our faith in the dignity of man, in his power to create, 
in his capacity for love and courage and the discovery 
of truth. May our wistful hungers for a nobler happi- 
ness, and our aspirations toward a better life, become 
a faith with power to accomplish that in which we 
believe. 

Help us to understand that the law will never make 
men free; that men must make laws free by their 
effective living day by day. 

Help us to see that only by affection, only by working 
together and for each other’s sake, will the problems 
of freedom yet be solved. 

May the eager desire to know, the desire to elicit our 
own best through the selfless love of another’s good, the 
holy passion of love and the imperishable urge to shape 
things nearer to our vision of the perfect, bring us closer 
to the consummation of the great dream implanted 
within the human race. 

And may we emulate the heroes and heed the 
prophets who have made the truths of our heritage the 
beacon of our upward way. Amen. 


—Jacos TRAPP 


A Prayer for the Church 


O God, our Father, we pray for Thy Church which 
is set today in a world of peril, facing with tomorrow 
new tasks in a changing order. Bestow upon the Church 
a greater responsiveness to duty, a swifter compassion 
with suffering. Fill it with the prophct’s scorn of tyr- 
anny, and with a pilgrim’s confidence in the City of 
God. Bid Thy Church cease from secking to save its own 
life, and make it valiant and unselfish in the service of 
humanity. Amen. 


—WILLARD L. SPERRY 
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An Invocation - -to the 
Church Universal 


Unto the Church Universal, which is the depository 
of all ancient wisdom and the school of all modern 
thought, which recognizes in all prophets a harmony, 
in all scriptures a unity, and through all dispensations 
a continuity; which abjures all that separates and 
divides, and always magnifies brotherhood and peacc; 
which secks truth in freedom, justice in love and indi- 
vidual discipline in social duty; and which shall make 
of all sects, classes, nations and races, one fellowship 
of men—unto this Church and unto all its members, 
known and unknown, throughout the world, we pledge 
the allegiance of our hands and hearts. Amen. 
—Joun Haynes HoLMEs 
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The Church at Work 


Goa of all living men, we ask Thy blessing on our 
serving church. In a day when men labor to end strife 
among the nations of the earth, we pledge ourselves to 
build a church committed to the growing brotherhood 
of men. Make all that transpires here support the faith 
of plain and simple hearts across the seven seas. Make 
good will operate in every ministry undertaken by this 
church: in prayer and sermon, in hymns and offering. 
We would employ our talents in the comradeship of all 
who join our ranks, in school and forum, in play, in 
study and in tasks of service. We would build a church 
of the free mind and the helping hand. May our pres- 
ence in this place support the solidarity of friendly men. 
Employ our imaginations in the service of a world now 
building which unborn generations will rejoice to share. 
Add to our confidence the faith of millions whom we 
never see but still salute, the company of good men 
everywhere who need our talents and our hands to 
make their lives complete. Amen. 
—STEPHEN Hoe FrircHMAN 


48 


A Prayer for Wise Courage 


Grant, O God, to Thy Church more courage to live 
for Thee. Guard us from rashness and deliver us from 
fear. Teach us when by patience we may serve Thee 
best, and when by impatience. Amen. 

—WILLARD L. SPERRY 
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Strength for the Work Undone 


O God, who hast given us the grace to carry the sword 
of Thy realm of peace; who hast made us messengers 
of peace in a world of strife, and messengers of strife 
in a world of false peace; make strong our hand, make 
clear our voice, give us humility with firmness, and 
insight with passion, that we fight not to conquer but 
to redeem. 

O God, who hast given us the grace to be the in- 
struments of love in its work of healing and judgment; 
who hast commissioned us to proclaim forgiveness and 
condemnation, deliverance to the captive and captivity 
to the proud; give us the patience of those who under- 
stand, and the impatience of those who love; that the 
might of Thy gentleness may work through us, and the 
mercy of Thy wrath may speak through us. 

O God, who hast set us upon a hill, a city of light 
that cannot be hid, and dost bid us shine forth in all 
places, uncover the hidden works of darkness and make 
plain the lies of greed and self-esteem: grant us the 
power that we spare not ourselves or others, but send 
forth Thy light, without fear or favor, to those who 
seek it and to those who fear it. 

O God of truth and love and peace, we thank Thee 
for Thy constraint upon us, for work undone which we 
must do, for truth unspoken which we must speak. 
Possess us. Be strong in us that we may be strong to do 
Thy will. In the name of him who calls us to Thy 
realm of peace and love and truth. Amen. 

—GREGORY VLASTOS 
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Before the Magnitude of Evil 


O God, we cannot come before Thy face in this day 
with paltry little prayers. We ask only the grace to give 
all that we are and have, that Thy will may be done 
on earth. We do not ask that Thou wilt spare us suffer- 
ing; rather we beseech Thee that we may be spared 
no suffering essential to our salvation. Forgive us the 
triviality and pettiness of our efforts for good before the 
magnitude of evil. Bind us inextricably with all Thy chil- 
dren. Lift our hearts, clarify our vision and strengthen 
our hands to do Thy work that we may be worthy to 
be called Thy children. Amen. 
—Rose TERLIN 
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One Way of Saying Yes 


There is no escape. You must say yes or no according 
to the light you have seen. There are a thousand ways 
of saying no; one way of saying yes; and no way of 


saying anything else. . . . But commitment is never 
merely a serics of prunings. . . . It is a tremendous 
decision. 


—GREGORY VLASTOS 
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Pilgrims of the Good Search 


A Il life is a going out. Under watchful eyes of love we 
took our first infant steps. Perhaps we .fell and were 
bruised but in time we learned to walk. This process is 
the symbol of all our lives. We have been making ex- 
cursions into life. 

It has been a beautiful world with seedtime and 
harvest, rain and sunshine, burly bees and gifted song- 
sters. And there has been the comradeship of the great 
minds and spirits of the past. There has been the in- 
spiration of the noble souls who have lived for humanity. 

And our traveling companions, our own generation, 
of so many kinds; wise and silly, selfish and Christlike; 
yet all looking for happiness, and many groping pathe- 
tically for it, never guessing its dwelling place. Some 
have thought to find it in the possession of many things, 
so have plotted and planned to take much from life 
and to give little. The shadows gather, and strength 
becomes little, and fear closes in; feeble hands try to 
clutch worldly wealth as a beggar clutching a bundle 
of rags. Others have lived in the wisdom of giving, and 
to them night comes as the benediction to a perfect day. 

All about us are inviting roads of new experiences. 
We can loiter in the familiar paths or we can go out. 
If we will, we can travel far, and that too within the 
confines of our own home and accustomed work. Life 
calls us to go out, to adventure and romance and ex- 
ploration. We can go out, out of our uninteresting selves 
into new selves of fulfillment. 

Because we are called to go out we are at church. 
Our church is a temple of the spirit. It is the cloud by 
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day and the pillar of fire by night to all who respond 
to the urge to go out. In this place comes to us a sense 
of widening horizons; of unperccived possibilities; the 
inconclusiveness of what the world calls failure; the 
glory of self-conquest; the reasonableness of service. We 
belong to that glorious fraternity of those who have 
been called to go out, and havc listened to the call. We 
are pilgrims of the good search. 
—Haroip Scorr 
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The Wisdom of Jesus 


A RESPONSIVE READING 


Leaver Behold the good tidings of the kingdom of 
God! 

PropLe Which is like unto a seed cast upon the earth, 
which growcth up, first the blade, then the ear, and 
then the full corn in the ear. 

Leaver The first commandment is, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. 

Preopte No man can serve two masters: ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. 

Leaver And the second is like the first, namely, thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

PropLte Inasmuch as ye have donc it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Leaver J am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. 

Propie He that seeketh to save his life shall lose it, 
and he that loseth his life for love’s sake shall find it. 

Leaver Whosoever shall do the will of our Father, 
which is love, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother. 

Propte Not every one that saith, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of our Father which is in heaven. 

Leaver What is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? 

Peop.e By their fruits, ye shall know them. 

Leaver The truth shall make you free. 

Prope He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
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LEADER Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. 

Propte Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

LEADER Give us this day our daily bread. 

Prope And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 

Leaver Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

Peopie For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

—Adapted by Laurance R. Plank 
from the sayings of Jesus 
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Litany of Thanksgiving 


LEADER O God of All Life, we thank Thee for our lives, 
and all they hold of happiness and work and play, of 
risk and courage and beauty. 

Response We thank Thee for the morning and evening 
skies of a land where liberty still marches on and 
freedom can still speak its mind without vanity and 
without fear. 

Leaver We thank Thee for all heroic souls who shame 
our cowardice, for all generous souls who give us pure 
delight, for all saintly souls who kindle our desire to 
be really good. 

Response We thank Thee for friendship and the faces 
of those who look kindly upon us even when we fail 
and who help to bring us back to our bravest selves 
again. 

Leaver We thank Thee for the encouragements of 
success, for the disciplines of failure, for the spurs of 
dissatisfaction and the spirit which arises from defeat 
to fight better. 

Response We thank Thee for the exchange of gifts, 
for the gentle play of wit, for unforced laughter and 
for rare splendid moments. 

Leaver We thank Thee for prized books, enchanting 
music and pictures which move the heart, for letters 
from those we love and for the song remembered for 
the singer’s sake. 

Response We thank Thee for the freedom which 
growing older gives us from the troubles of being very 
young, so that we have more big things to care about 
and fewer little things to cry about. 
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Leaver We thank Thee for common joys of all kinds— 
the waking to sunlight through the window, the good 
smell of the earth on rainy days, beating to wind- 
ward, the gift of sleep after tiring work or pleasure, 
and the affection of dogs and all faithful creatures. 

Unison O God of All Life, we thank Thee for this 
lovely, troublous, undaunted human life of ours; and 
may we live for the good of our church, our country 
and our world, and ever to Thy glory. Amen. 

—VIVIAN PoMEROY 
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The Great Man 


A RESPONSIVE READING 


Leaver As there is no screen or ceiling between our 
heads and the infinite heavens, so is there no bar or 
wall in the soul where man ceases and God begins. 

Prope Ineffable is the union of man and God in every 
act of the soul. 

Leaver Man is conscious of a universal soul within 
his individual life, wherein, as in a firmament, Justice, 
Truth, Love and Freedom arise and shine. 

PreopLte Within each of us is the soul of the whole, the 
universal beauty, the eternal God. 

Leaver When it breathes through our intellect, it ts 
venius; when it breathes through our will, it is virtue; 
when it flows through our affection, it is love. 

Preopie Let man learn the revelation, that the highest 
dwells with him, that the sources of nature are his 
own. 

Leaver Whence, then, this worship of others and the 
past? The centuries and the crowds are conspirators 
against the sanctity and authority of the soul. 

Peopte Ask not for the great or the remote. See to it 
only that thyself is here. 

Leaver Trust thyself; every heart vibrates to that tron 
string. 

PeopLe Whoso would be a man, must be a noncon- 
formist. 

LEADER It is easy in the world to live after the world’s 
opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own. 

Preopte But the great man is he who, in the midst of 
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the crowd, keeps with perfect sweetness the inde- 
pendence of solitude. 

Leaver There is at this moment for you an utterance 
brave and grand as that of the chisel of Phidias or 
the pen of Dante. 

PeopLe Yourself, a new-born bard of the Holy Spirit, 
cast behind you all conformity and acquaint men at 
first hand with Deity! 

LeavER O friend, never strike sail to a fear! 

PropLe Come into port greatly, or sail with God the 
seas! 

—Adapted by Laurance R. Plank 
from Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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A Communion Service 
for Youth 


This communion service should follow the sermon, or 
address, with a pause, or period of silence, between the 
two. The observance is in symbol only; that is, the 
elements are not passed for participation. Usually two 
persons cooperate in conducting the service, as will 
appear below—the chaplain or guest speaker, desig- 
nated as Leader, and some other person, often a student, 
designated as Reader. 

At the close of the address, the speaker, or Leader, 
resumes his seat for a period of silent reflection and 
preparation, lasting from one to three minutes at the 
discretion of the Leader. The Leader then rises and, 
standing at the lectern but facing the altar, repeats the 
account of the Last Supper as given in the New Testa- 
ment, substantially as follows: 


In the same night in which he was betrayed, 
Jesus sat at meat with the twelve disciples. 
And as they were eating, he took the bread, 
And when he had given thanks, 

He brake it and said: 

‘Take, eat; this is my body which ts broken for you; 
This do in remembrance of me.’ 

In like manner, also, he took the cup, saying: 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
This do, as often as ye drink tt, 

In remembrance of me.’ 
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A Communion Service 
for Youth 
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address, with a pause, or period of silence, between the 
two. The observance is in symbol only; that is, the 
elements are not passed for participation. Usually two 
persons cooperate in conducting the service, as will 
appear below—the chaplain or guest speaker, desig- 
nated as Leader, and some other person, often a student, 
designated as Reader. 

At the close of the address, the speaker, or Leader, 
resumes his seat for a period of silent reflection and 
preparation, lasting from one to three minutes at the 
discretion of the Leader. The Leader then rises and, 
standing at the lectern but facing the altar, repeats the 
account of the Last Supper as given in the New Testa- 
ment, substantially as follows: 


In the same night in which he was betrayed, 
Jesus sat at meat with the twelve disciples. 
And as they were eating, he took the bread, 
And when he had given thanks, 

He brake it and said: 

‘Take, eat; this is my body which ts broken for you; 
This do in remembrance of me.’ 

In like manner, also, he took the cup, saying: 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
This do, as often as ye drink tt, 

In remembrance of me.’ 
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Wee 


And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, 

Forever and ever. 

At the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, the Accom- 
panist plays the closing hymn, the Leader and the 
Reader return to their respective lecterns, and all re- 
main standing for the singing of the hymn. After this 
hymn, the service is brought to a close in the usual 
order. 

—Robsert F. LEAvENS 
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